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Nowadays the Santo Tirso Marketplace 
is an almost empty building surroun-
ded by a wide-open space full of vehi-
cles. We propose 3 strategies to at-
tract more people to the area and fight 
its lost of significance:
-	 Replace the parking lots with ve-
getation that will spread gradually, 
following smooth slopes to save the 
height difference, to the city cen-
tre and to the Sanguinhedo River. This 
will create a long green axis where 
new bicycle paths and pedestrian walks 
(connected with the currents itinera-
ries), urban agriculture spaces and 
sport facilities will increase the lo-
cal offer of outdoor-activities. Cars 
will be distributed in 3 car parks zo-
nes, promoted by Institutions.
-	 Renovate the marketplace, impro-
ving its accessibility and acclimati-
zation to incorporate new uses as res-
toration, exhibitions and specialized 
shops. The building work will be made 
on stages to avoid the closing of the 
market stands and to turn it into the 
first meeting point for the public par-
ticipation, that will take part in the 
design process and organize shared ac-
tivities with all the agents involved. 
-	 Increase the building, merging 
public uses and facilities into a va-
riety of sustainable dwellings. Studio 
houses, student housing and communal 
greenhouses will encourage the arrival 
of new neighbours that live and work 
there. In addition, the first shared 
ideas will consolidate in new insti-
tutions, community facilities will be 
needed overtime and new business will 
set up. 
A network shaped by the existing trees 
distributes uses. This work system de-
fines a new urban morphology where eco-
logic potential, residential quality 
and business synergies are stimulated. 
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